THE  ENGLISH  RENAISSANCE

(W.C.) is a useful anthology containing some of the chief
critical essays on Shakespeare.

Shakespearian Criticism in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth
Centuries

All the early critical allusions to Shakespeare will be found
in The Shakespeare Allusion Book (rev. ed. by E. K. Chambers,
2 vols. O.U.P., 1932). Serious Shakespearian criticism begins
with Dryden's "character" of Shakespeare in his Essay of
Dramatic Poesy (1668) and other passages in his critical writ-
ings (see W. P. Ker's ed. of Dryden's Essays). For Thomas
Rymer's adverse criticisms, see Spingarn's Critical Essays of
the Seventeenth Century (II. 181-255). Early eighteenth-century
views of Shakespeare will be found in Pope's preface to his
ed. (1725) and in the essays of Steele and Addison (Tatler>
35, 47, 188; Spectator, 40, 44, 235, 592). Dr. Johnson's earliest
Shakespearian criticism is to be found in his Miscellaneous
Observations on the Tragedy of Macbeth (1745) and Proposals for
Printing the Dramatick Works of William Shakespeare (1756). His
most valuable Shakespearian criticism is to be found in the
great Preface to Shakespeare (1765) and notes to his ed. A good
selection from his Shakespearian criticism is to be found ia
JoRnson on Shakespeare ed. Sir W. Raleigh (O.U.P.). Among
the most notable critical essays of the later eighteenth century
are M. Morgann's Essay on the Dramatic Character of Falstaf
(r777> rptd. O.U.P., 1912) and W. Whiter's Specimen of a
Commentary on Shakespeare (1794). There is a useful collection
of eighteenth-century criticisms of Shakespeare in Eighteenth
Century Critical Essays on Shakespeare, ed. D. Nichol Smith
(Glasgow, 1903).

Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

S. T. Coleridge's Notes and Lectures on Shakespeare contain
the most important Shakespearian criticism of the romantic
period. They are collected in the vol. called Lectures on
Shakespeare^ ed. T. Ashe (Bohn's Library), and in the modern
standard ed., Coleridge's Shakespeare Criticism, ed. Raysor
(2 vols., 1935). W. Hazlitfs Characters of Shakespeare's Plays,
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